[Transient reduced adrenal gland function following large vascular surgical interventions].
In 48 patients with aorto-femoral bypass-operations pre- and postoperative measurements of total serumcorticoids were performed. All serum levels were then compared to a control group undergoing large abdominal operations. In contrast to the control group twelve patients with aorto-femoral bypass-operations showed values that were for a time clearly below preoperative levels. In six patients with bypass-operations values could be found which were for a short time within the limits of relative adrenal insufficiency. ACTH-stimulation test performed in these patients showed significant lower values than those preoperatively measured. Due to systemic overdose heparinization we believe haemorrhage within the adrenal glands to be responsible for these changes.